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Last Week S Key Verses

2 Timothy 3:16-17

16 All Scripture is breathed out by God
and profitable for teaching, for reproof,
for correction, and for training in
righteousness, 17 that the man of God 4 i (H
may be complete, equipped for every | ! (i
good work.

Il Previously in 2 Timothy

- In Chapter 3 we saw that the last days - the days we
are in right now - would be difficult.

- This would be caused mainly by evil people
successfully passing themselves off as godly.

= - Wealso saw that a key way to stay faithfulto Jesus &
Il while growing in discernement would be by trusting ;
in God's Inspired word.
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it ».;;j:;,,lm - The Christian life can be compared to arace, but it's # ; AN

\'i"'“'“ a special kind of race.
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- It's like a marathon, because it requires
endurance to make it to the end.
. |[t's like an obstacle course, because there are a

variety of difficulties along the way.
- It's like a relay because we don't run alone.

- Paul is at the end of his marathon-obstacle course-
relay and he hands the baton off to Timothy in the
chapter we are readlng today.
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What's In 2 Timothy 4?
T

- We will divide Chapter 4 up into four section, based
on four different assignments that we will receive.

- These will come from both Paul's direct instructions
to Timothy and from Paul's example.

‘ 1. Fulfill Your Ministry 4.1-5
2. Finish Your Race Well 4.6-8
i 3. Overcome the Obstacles 4:9-16

4. Trust Fully in Jesus Christ  4:17-22
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6 Fo ImL eady being poured out a d k
offering, and the time med epartur h
7Ihavefoughtth e good fight, Ih ﬁ she dth
Lt | L I e. | hav kptth faith. 8 He F thth N
] Lad up for me the crown of ri ght wh h o
.
l

]mw' .'” the Lord, the righteous judge. will award to me on
L2 |

that day. and not only to me but also to all who
have loved his appearin
g

il 2 Timothy 4:1-2
Ml

i@ | charge you In the presence of God and of Christ N
¥ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and N
by his appearing and his kingdom: 2 preach the ’
\ word; be ready in season and out of season;

N reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete
patience and teaching.
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Key Verses in the Letter:
-2 Timothy 4:6-8

6 For | am already being poured out as a drink
offering, and the time of my departure has come.
7 | have fought the good fight, | have finished the
race, | have kept the faith. 8 Henceforth there is
laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which
the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on
that day, and not only to me but also to all who
have loved his appearing.
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Inistry 4:1-5
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|

| - Paul begins this chapter with perhaps the most
solemn charge to anyone in the Bible. AN

- This is Timothy's most important responsibility. \\ :
== Preach the

S ————————

- Timothy's task is serious, with eternal
consequences, and not to be taken lightly.
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- Asin the last chapter, a big part of the evil of
| future times is found in the type of people we AF
find there and what they do. '
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l\. . Jesus will one day judge the world.
:}? - This is a repeated theme in Scripture. N AG’[S
\
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- |t is one that often found its way into the 1/:30-31 _f
preaching of the gospel in the early church. = =
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Here we have Peter in the first instance of intentional
proclaiming of the gospel to a non-Jewish crowd.

42 And he [Jesus] commanded us to preach to the
people and to testify that he is the one appointed by
God to be judge of the living and the dead. TN
43 To him all the prophets bear witness that e
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of
sins through his name.
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Here is Paul preaching on Mars Hill in Athens to
scholars and philosophers.

30 The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now
he commands all people everywhere to repent, |
31 because he has fixed a day on which he will judge =
the world in righteousness by a man whom he has -
appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all s
by raising him from the dead”
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1 Peter 4:3-3
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And finally, Peter in his first letter.

3 For the time that is past suffices for doing what the
Gentiles want to do, living in sensuality, passions,
drunkenness, orgies, drinking parties, and lawless
idolatry. 4 With respect to this they are surprised when
you do not join them in the same flood of debauchery,
and they malign you; 5 but they will give account to him
who is ready to judge the living and the dead.
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Preach the Word ¥
V/ AN YL

5« What does it mean to preach the word?
- If you have a ministry in which you teach others,
do all of the following:

- Stay faithful to the Scriptures.
- Communicate the Gospel clearly.
- Emphasize Jesus Christ,

- If you don't have such a ministry, then be
supportive of those who do.

- This last point is vital due to the next point that
Paul makes to Timothy, NS ,
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- 4:3 Forthe time is coming when people will not endure
sound teaching, but having itching ears they will
accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own
pPassions

.

- “Getting the ears (the hearing) tickled.” - Robertson

- accumulate [heap up, gather] teachers Mass media has
had a mixed effect on Christian discipleship.

-

|+ InTimothy's day teachers gathered disciples

- In our day “disciples” can gather - or "heap up” teachers
to suit their own passions.

- As a result they will train themselves to believe falsehood.




Paul prophesied of a coming day when
audiences would insist on only hearing
teaching that is easy to listen to - teaching
that only tells them what they want to
hear .. The idea Is that people want to be
scratched where they itch, as they dictate
what the messages should be ..
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God help us if the content of the message
of the church is dictated by the “felt needs’
and ‘“itching ears’ of those who attend. If
that happens no one will ever be truly
changed, and change is what we really
need.

(Y ANATU AR
Chuck Smith (1927-2013),
founding pastor of the
Calvary Chapel Movement
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As for You

- These are Paul's ways to counteract the itching-ears model N ,L
- Always be sober-minded - Timothy needs to be self-

- Endure suffering - Paul was living this out as he wrote this

- Do the work of an evangelist - Perhaps Timothy was a

- Fulfill your ministry - This entails all of the above, but first

‘\ of all it requires Timothy to "Preach the word.’ \Z
4 RSN NSNS NN\ ety ey LA ThNNRRNSS - W N

a 1w

PV WVl ) \\\\

of (non) discipleship; ‘,, \\\

ANE

controlled and clear-headed. The most basic sense of this
word means not to be intoxicated.

letter. Anyone in Timothy's place should expect the same.

genuine evangelist. In any case, it implies that anyone who
preaches the word must be sure to make the gospel clear.



AT 4 -9
t

ltching Ears

-, Y ~ |

AR - - L A - . 4
£ s\ - L f= Nt —
\ — . A5 A %

d L — b N - “ N\ \ -

: | ~ ,

: - "R\ E - -
A W — N\ \ -
\ A ~ - \ -
- -
. . —~
[ A -

\ A1
. : \

-

- - r

Ty

N\

From Chuck \

r y
f/i
7774l

- 4:3 Forthe time is coming when people will not endure
sound teaching, but having itching ears they will
accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own
pPassions

.

- “Getting the ears (the hearing) tickled.” - Robertson

- accumulate [heap up, gather] teachers Mass media has
had a mixed effect on Christian discipleship.

-

|+ InTimothy's day teachers gathered disciples

- In our day “disciples” can gather - or "heap up” teachers
to suit their own passions.

- As a result they will train themselves to believe falsehood.




I = T

Inistry 4:1-5

-1] {1) ie !

|

il
)

lh 5 Fulfill Your
i T

|

| - Paul begins this chapter with perhaps the most
solemn charge to anyone in the Bible. AN

- This is Timothy's most important responsibility. \\ :
== Preach the

S ————————

- Timothy's task is serious, with eternal
consequences, and not to be taken lightly.

= = LT

—_—
-l \
N R
Y %
-
S
=

- Asin the last chapter, a big part of the evil of
| future times is found in the type of people we AF
find there and what they do. '

\ ltching Fars g

\
NN\
\\\
Y




lh 'l Pt A R |
%eTrlsfennﬂtJlH S e M paog)
V VBISe W}J‘M" i e S i) PﬂSSIng the Baton
L PR W

l’l

i% lLlL ;l

\ g R
\ AN N BN b
\\\‘Q\ \\\\ NN .\ NN
3! \\\\\\ a RO o,
SRR R B AR
\ RHRAMETNR
y -, \\‘\ N\ \ Y N \ \
R R RN N \
~ W AR AN A W \
N N NNy \ SRR R AN,
N O AN
. g &N A\
e NV
MW N\
TR LA\
i N L \ \\ \I.\\
N \ A

R

:nnmu,
M




L R e e § 4 | A~/
LT

i

l Finish Your Race Well 4:6-8 [ &

il - These are our key verses for the whole book.
i - Paul has finished his leg of the race and is handing NN
il the baton off to Timothy. UM

N

== From Chuck
- He sees his life as a drink offering. - :
i His work is an athletic endeavor. ~ SMIth
1 - His reward is going to be a crown, similar to those
1\ won by athletes in those days.
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ADrink Offering 1 W
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- Paul was certain that his death was near.

- History tells us that he died within a year of this writing.

- Paul’s thirty years of faithful ministry ended with his
execution.

- 4:6 Roman citizens, if they were put to death, were

usually beheaded.
- This was to allow them to avoid the suffering of, say, the
cross or death in a public spectacle with wild animals.

- So the image of a “drink offering” may be a hint at the
pouring out of Pauls blood.
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We all have our own race to run, as |
God has given us certain gifts and
callings ... May we, like Paul, finish @
our race strong, looking at Jesus for
our inspiration. When we do, there g
will be a crown of righteousness §

’
-
»

waiting for us in heaven. |

B

Chuck Smith (1927-2013),
founding pastor of the
Calvary Chapel Movement
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- The crown Paul speaks of is similar to: MR
- The wreaths of honor for Olympic winners AR\
- Awards given to loyal subjects for their services by \\
ancient eastern kings. S
I ‘y",”

- Paul is not putting himself above others here.
- The same crown is available to all who make that decision

(
to put their hope in Jesus Christ. éif
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\\ \
\ A football team can perform poorly $ 1}

’ \-.
during the first quarter—or even during ‘
the first half of the game. But what'’s f
most important is how they finish. e {F '

~> Don', then, look backward on the ¥
. ) .
S mess in your past. The grace of God
W can cover it. Instead, look forward. y

Theress still time. Fight the good fight, B . ' 1

finish the race, and keep the faith. Your

: - A
reward is waiting. \,_,,. ,,,
. P o — = |

W '§ - Tony Evans, Bible Teacher |

\ \ \ 3:‘“:- S/ R and Commentator
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| \\\di A W~z Luke %

N thls sectlon we see at least three obstacles
to Paul’s perseverance.

% . Separation / Loneliness  (4:9-12)

~ « Lack of Physical Comfort (4:13)

« - Interpersonal Conflict  (4:14-15)

W1th God S help he overcame them all.
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g‘Luke

and the Gospel of Luke.

- Luke is the same Luke that wrote both the Book of Acts ""hp i)

U] !_
- He was a doctor (Col. 4:14) and was probably taking care &Mﬂ "
of Paul during his later life. a0
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N thls sectlon we see at least three obstacles
to Paul’s perseverance.

% . Separation / Loneliness  (4:9-12)

~ « Lack of Physical Comfort (4:13)

« - Interpersonal Conflict  (4:14-15)
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- Mark is the "John Mark™ that wrote the Gospel of Mark.
- He and Paul had a parting of ways in Acts 15, but that
wasn't the end of his work.

- In that passage we learn that Paul teamed up with Silas
while Barnabas brought Mark with him.

- He was Mark's older cousin and no doubt mentored him
during their travels. —

him as "Mark, my son” (1 Peter 5:13)

- Peter, who evidently knew Mark from childhood, refers to l
T B R T | N e 01T ) R ™ l
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EL HUSI FUIIV In JBSUS Ghrist  4:16- 22

"

The Lord never abandoned Paul - even when others d1d " 28 ]6 20
and He will never abandon you either.

N i iy
8 - Let Paul's example encourage you in this when you l” W!;tv uwm \i p,
% personally feel abandoned by others. f lﬁ%“ 4“ ?I" )
. L
» + 417 Thelion's mouth It is unclear whether this Paul | s, , '
S means this literally or figuratively. Hebrews !
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« 4:19-20 One lesson here is that Paul was committed to E 13:5-6
lifelong friendships in ministry. il
- 4:21 The names Paul mentions were probably part of the |

church in Rome, where Paul was at this time.
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’l Matthew 28 16 20

WhICh Jesus had directed them. 17 And when they saw him they
worshlped him, but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to
them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
-~ i 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them
ﬁ in[b] the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy

¥ Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that | have commanded
you. And behold | am with you always, to the end of the age."
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Hebrews 13:5-6 |

5 Keep your life free from love of money, and be content
with what you have, for he has said, “I will never leave you ;i ’
nor forsake you.” 6 So we can confidently say, |

“The Lord is my helper;
| will not fear;
what can man do to me?”
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- Today Paul reminded us that the Christian life
can be compared to a race, but it's a special
kind of race.

- It's like a marathon, because it requires
endurance to make it to the end.

- |[t's like an obstacle course, because there are
variety of difficulties along the way:.

- I's like a relay because we don't run alone.

- In this chapter Paul, at the end of his marathon-

; obstacle course-relay, handed the baton off to
& Timothy who continued the work Paul began.
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~ What should believers expect to be the » <
¥ standard of authority at their local churches? e |
i Feelings? Intellect? Tradition? Paul says there 'p ‘a‘ f !
| is only one standard by which a church is to . <l .
' properly function: God's Word. The Bible—and ¢ l" " \J
. only the Bible—-is the final authority for 2
’ Christian individuals, families, churches, and
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Tony Evans, Bible Teacher IL'

W and Commentator
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Z even the broader culture. “The word of God is & =
- living and effective and sharper than any pe , E
§ double-edged sword. . . . Itis able to judge the E S8 L e
§ thoughts and intentions of the heart” (Heb _ .\ y )
\ 4:12). Nothing else can do what Scripture does. Bt ESERI —Hrmme—— 2
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Key Verses in the Letter:
2 Timothy 4:6-8

Key Verses

6 For | am already being poured out as a drink
offering, and the time of my departure has come
7 | have fought the good fight, | have finished the
race. | have kept the faith. 8 Henceforth there is '
laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which
the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on
that day. and not only to me but also to all who

have loved his appearing.

J

h

2 Timothy 4:1-2

| charge you in the presence of God and of Christ
Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and
by his appearing and his kingdom: 2 preach the
word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, ['. |
rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and

teaching.
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Hebrews 12:1-3
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herefore, since we are surrounded by so great a

cloud of withesses, let us also lay aside every weight,
and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with
endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking to
esus, the founder and perfecter of
the joy that was set before him enc

C

of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured

espising the shame, and Is seatec

Ut

our faith, who for
ured the cross,
at the right hand

from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you )

" may not grow weary or fainthearted.
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A Final prayer < il l\iiili | \ll""”'
4"&\\ | 1&% il
Dear Father in heaven
- We thank you for the time you have given us here on earth,
though we also see that our time is limited.
- Help us to make the most of our lives even as Paul did, by
remaining faithful to the end.
- Knowing that you have given each one of us certain talents
and responsibilities, help us to use them for your glory.
- And help us to multiply ourselves just as Paul did, and be
always ready to welcome the next Timothy onto the team.

- There may come a day when we will hand them the baton.
- In Christ,

« Amen
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