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Previously in

2 Corinthians 2 Corinthians

5:20-21

- We've seen that Paul had a sometimes rocky
relationship with the church in Corinth.

- Their lack of respect for the apostle put him in a
somewhat defensive position.

- The good news for us is that Paul's response in
this letter gives a glimpse into his heart.

- As Paul attempts to explain his ministry, he gives
us insight into the life and thoughts of an apostle.
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2 Corinthians 5:20-21

20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God
making his appeal through us. We implore you on
behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 For our
sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so

that in him we might become the righteousness
of God.
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What's in 2 Corinthians 6?

« In this chapter Paul will list a number of his apostolic
credentials.

- These have little to do with his exceptional training or
impressive gifts.

- They have everything to do with his endurance through

trials and God's hand upon his ministry.

- Paul ends with a sincere appeal that the Corinthians

separate themselves from the world as evidence of sincere
belief.



Introduction
to 2 Corinthians 6

Previously in
2 Corinthians

What's in
2 Corinthians 5?




Key Verses:
2 Corinthians 6:2 & 14

2 For he says,

“In a favorable time | listened to you,
and in a day of salvation | have helped you.”

Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the

day of salvation.

14 Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what
partnership has righteousness with lawlessness? Or
what fellowship has light with darkness?
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Initial Appeal 5:20 - 6:2

5:20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his
appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be
reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew
no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

6:1 Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to
receive the grace of God in vain. 2 For he says,
“In a favorable time | listened to you,
and in a day of salvation | have helped you’"
Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of
salvation.
|-
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Paul as an Ambassador

From

« Paul sees himself as a spokesman for Christ. i
b Dave Guzik

- An ambassador is not allowed to set his own agenda or
make the policies for his home country.
- His job is to represent his own government well.

- Similarly Paul saw himself as a messenger, with God
speaking to the Corinthians through him.

- He sees himself as working together with God, but this
is obviously not an equal partnership.

» When God uses us, God is really doing the work. We are
like little kids "helping" our dad drive the car.



An ambassador can rightly be
described as working together with
his king. Yet, the ambassador
himself has no power or authority
or agenda on his own - it is all
bound up in his king. The king
delegates power and authority to
the ambassador and reveals his
agenda to the ambassador, and David Guzik in

then the king expects the The Enduring Word
ambassador to fulfill that agenda. Commentary

|-
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Reconciled to
God

5:20 We implore you on behalf of Christ, be
reconciled to God.

6:1 We appeal to you not to receive the grace
of God in vain.

- Paul is speaking to a church, but he still has
his concerns.

- Some of them may not truly be believers.

- Others may be born again, but are not living
up to their calling in Christ.

1 Corinthians
15:10




Be Reconciled to God

Paul is speaking to the church in Corinth. Still, his concern is that
perhaps there are those in the congregation that have not yet fully
believed to the point of conversion.

2 Corinthians 5:20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God
making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ,
be reconciled to God.

2 Corinthians 13:5 Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in
the faith. Test yourselves. Or do you not realize this about

yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you fail to
meet the test!
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1 Corinthians 15:10

But by the grace of God | am what | am, and his grace toward
me was not in vain. On the contrary, | worked harder than
any of them, though it was not |, but the grace of God that is
with me.

- Paul clearly sees himself as the object or the recipient of
the grace of God.

- But God's grace did not make Paul a passive partner with
God in the gospel.

- God's grace motivated Paul to work hard at his assignment.
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The Day of Salvation

From
Tony Evans

- This is the important sentence from the first
of our key verses.

Now is the favorable time; behold now is the day
of salvation.

- There is never and will never be any better
time to get right with God than right now,
today. This is the favorable time.



God's patience lasts a lifetime. He waits on
us, He forgives us, He doesn't give us what
we deserve, He holds back His wrath
toward us. He says, "Come to Me now."
But we keep putting Him off ... And the
clock runs out.

But you say no one knows his death
date. You're right - and that's why today is
always the day of salvation. You don't put
this thing off. God is patient, so come to
Him while you can.

| -

Tony Evans, from Theology
You Can Count On
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Paul's Credentials 6:3-10

From Warren
Wiersbe

- 6:3  Paul's goal was to make sure he did not hinder anyone
from receiving the gospel.

« 6:4-5 The trials and calamities that Paul endured were evidence
of his integrity as a true apostle of Christ.
- There was nothing in it for him from an earthly standpoint.

The Paradox
of Serving
Jesus

« 6:6-7 Here he points out the character of his ministry.

- 6:8-10 Finally, he lists paradoxes. These seem like contradictions
except that both sides of each pair really are true.




Paul's character and conduct were always
Christ-like. He had clean hands and a clean
conscience, and his love for the saints was
honest, not "'put on.' He used the Word of
God and prayer as weapons to defeat
Satan. Dishonest ministers would have
used carnal methods to promote their
work.

Warren Wiersbe

(1929 - 2019), Pastor
and Bible Teacher
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The Paradox of Serving Jesus

- Much like Jesus, the faithful servant of Christ is going to look
different to the saint and the sinner.

- Christ's followers were willing to worship him and give their lives
for his cause.

- His enemies sent him to the cross.

- A sincere Christian, especially one in ministry like Paul, gains the
respect of fellow Christians and heavenly rewards through
faithfulness to the cause of Christ.

- To the world, however, (or to worldly Corinthians) this may seem
like a wasted life.
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Further Appeal 6:11-7:1 Paul's Heart
for the

Church

There are really two related appeals in this section.

1. Paul first makes clear his heart for this church and his desire Separation
that they would have a similar heart toward him. from the
World
2. The second appeal is that the Corinthians would separate
themselves from the world.
- This was one of the biggest problems in Corinth - and still is
in the American church today.
- It is sometimes hard to tell the difference between the
church and the world.




Paul's Heart for the Church

- Imagine Paul's situation.

- He received an undeniable supernatural calling into ministry.

- The original apostles recognized this fact.

- He had given his life to plant churches, one of which was the
church in Corinth, at much personal cost.

« In return, some of the Corinthian Christians opposed him, and
evidently for very superficial reasons.

- His request in 6:11-13 is that the Corinthian believers would
open their hearts toward him even as he had toward them in
SO Many ways.
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Separation from the World

- Paul uses a number of Old Testament verses
to emphasize that the people of God must
live lives of separation.

Biblical

- He runs all the way through the Old
Separation

Testament from Leviticus, through 2 Samuel,
to Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel.

- This is not a minor concept, but one that runs
all through the Bible.

- It was a problem for Israel and it has always
been an issue for the church.

James 4:7-8



1John 2:15-16

From
Tony Evans

15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If
anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in
him. 16 For all that is in the world - the desires of the
flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life — is
not from the Father but is from the world.



% 9

Close relationships or partnerships between !
believers and unbelievers result in an unholy ' ‘ ‘a ‘ {:
union ... Whether it's a romantic relationship, S
intimate friendship, or a business partnership, f N

such compromise negatively affects your
intimacy with God. When you align yourself
with those whose beliefs and lives are far
from God, youl'll find God distancing himself
from you too.

\ -

Tony Evans, pastor
and Bible teacher
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Biblical Separation

1. Separation from the world will never be total. Jesus was the friend
of sinners. Paul reminded the Corinthians that complete separation
from the world is impossible. Jesus prayed for us in the same way.

1 Corinthians
5:9-10

2. Separation in the Bible works two ways.
- We separate from worldly attitudes, values and compromising
relationships with the world.
- We separate ourselves to God himself.

3. We turn from evil people and evil influences that distract us from
full devotion to God.

4. God rewards us with a fuller experience of his fatherhood as Paul
expresses in 6:17-18.




1 Corinthians 5:9-10

9 | wrote to you in my letter not to associate with
sexually immoral people- 10 not at all meaning the
sexually immoral of this world, or the greedy and
swindlers, or idolaters, since then you would need to
go out of the world.
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John 17:14-17

14 | have given them your word, and the world has
hated them because they are not of the world, just
as | am not of the world. 15 | do not ask that you take
them out of the world, but that you keep them from
the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, just as |
am not of the world. 17 Sanctify them in the truth;
your word is truth.
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James 4:7-8

7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil,
and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God, and he
will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners,
and purify your hearts, you double-minded.
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2 Corinthians 7:1

This is our final verse for today and one that we will repeat when
we move into the next chapter next week.

Therefore, since we have these promises, dear friends, let us
purify ourselves from everything that contaminates body and
spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God.
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Psalm 1

1 Blessed is the man

who walks not in the counsel of the wicked,

nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers;
2 but his delight is in the law of the Lord,

and on his law he meditates day and night.

3 He is like a tree planted by streams of water
that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither.
In all that he does, he prospers.

4 The wicked are not so,
but are like chaff that the wind drives away.

5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,
nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous;

6 for the Lord knows the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked will perish.
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Key Verses:
2 Corinthians 6:2 & 14

2 For he says,

“In a favorable time | listened to you,
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day of salvation.
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A Final Prayer

g ~E e e e

- Heavenly Father,

- Thank you for overlooking our sins despite all of the times
that we have turned away from you. Thank you for giving us
every chance that we need to live for you.

- Help us now to use our opportunities.

- And help us not to love the world in any detrimental way,
but only in the way that you loved the world, in the way
that motivated you to send Jesus to die for our sins.

- Help us to live lives of separation from evil and of complete
devotion to you.

« In Christ, Amen.
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