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Baptism

“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” – Matthew 28:19 (NKJV)

Our Basic Belief:

Baptism is the outward expression of an inward change, the public declaration of a personal experience.  The Holy Spirit gives a person a new life in Christ the moment they believe.  They are born again or born from above.  They become new creatures.  Baptism itself does not cause any change, but rather acknowledges the change that has already taken place.  Baptism is not needed for salvation, but being baptized is a step of obedience taken by a person who is already saved.  

Our Practice:

We baptize only those who have personally put their faith in Jesus Christ, have received eternal life from God and are able to communicate that fact to others.  If a believer desires to be baptized, a Horizon Central pastor or home fellowship leader will baptize the person by immersion, usually in a public place with others present.  If the Christian desiring baptism is under 18 years of age, then the one doing the baptizing should receive permission from a parent or guardian.  If the parent or guardian is not an active part of the body here at Horizon, then the permission should be in writing.  If the parent is part of the church, then verbal permission is enough.

Other Details:

We believe that a Christian’s baptism relates to their membership in the body of Christ and not to their membership in a particular Christian church or denomination.  Our baptisms are no better than anyone else’s.  If a Christian has already been baptized as a believer, then we have no ambition to improve on that previous baptism by baptizing them again.  This is regardless of how or where it was done, or who performed it.  If the believer is satisfied with a previous baptism, then so are we.

Scripture Pertaining to Baptism:

	Jesus submitted to baptism to fulfill all righteousness


	Matthew 3:13-17

	We are commanded by Christ to make disciples and baptize them.
	Matthew 28:19-20

Mark 16:15-16 (His emphasis is on belief rather than on baptism for salvation.)



	Peter commanded those who had received the Holy Spirit to be baptized.  


	Acts 10:47-48

	To be accompanied by repentance
	Acts 2:37-41










